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Jeffrey L. Posdamer, director of the new Center for Engineering Computing, with student staff members of the
center in 409 Lopata Hall, where 26 new IBM personal computers will be used by all introductory engineering

classes.

New engineering computing center
is state-of-the-art in instruction

More and more, computers are
changing the face of society. Education is
no exception. In recognition of this fact,
the WU School of Engineering and Ap-
plied Science has established the Center
for Engineering Computing this fall. Ex-
plained the director of the new center,
Jeffrey L. Posdamer, ‘‘A modern en-
gineering cutriculum has to have a heavy
dose of computing throughout.”

According to Posdamer, associate
professor of computer science, the cen-
ter’s main purpose is to provide a state-
of-the-art instructional computing en-
vironment for engineering students,
faculty and staff. This will be ac-
complished in several ways.

First, the center will serve as a cen-
tral point of access for both general pur-
pose and specialized computing re-
sources, including some software and
graphics systems. These resources are the
University Computing Facilities at Sever
Hall, the recently upgraded engineering
computing laboratory at 402 Lopata Hall
and a new IBM personal computing
facility at 409 Lopata Hall. The latter fa-
cility, said Posdamer, contains 26 com-
puters with color graphics capabilities for
use by all introductory engineering
classes.

Secondly, the center’s staff will act
as consultants to engineering faculty
needing advice on what type of depart-
mental equipment to buy.and how to
introduce computing into coursework.
And thirdly, the staff will actively pro-
mote the use of computers in engineer-
ing by conducting technical seminars and
workshops for faculty to explain the fea-
tures of various systems, the advantages
and disadvantages of common languages
and how to go about writing a program
for a particular lesson.

Computer know-how is no longer
optional for today’s classes, observed
Posdamer, who said students need com-
puting experience both as a tool during
their academic programs and as prepa-

ration for professional employment.
“There is clearly an increased demand
from the faculty for a way to supply this
expetience.”’ But buying more and bet-
ter equipment is not enough, he said.
“It’s important that the center provides
the additional resource of people .”’

Posdamer, with William E. Ball,
professor of computer science, and
Thomas L. Bugnitz, assistant director of
the WU Computing Facilities, served on
a task force last year that surveyed
students, faculty and staff before
organizing the center. They reported tre-
mendous improvements in the Univer-
sity’s computing resources during the last
few years, and they had special praise for
the WU Computing Facilities. Neverthe-
less, they said, computer use at the WU
School of Engineering was relatively un-
sophisticated for a school of its standing.

“We found we were not really
equal to certain schools that have em-
phasized computers all along,”’
Posdamer said. ‘‘In some ways, though,
having waited may be better. We’re tak-
ing advantage of their experiences and
we’re obtaining computers much more
powerful than those available a few years
ago.”’

The amount of work that can be
done at a desktop computer is increasing
dramatically, he observed. And the trend
emerging is one of very powerful, indi-
vidual work stations connected to a cen-
tral information file. Longterm plans for
creating a network of systems for the
center include physically wiring the com-
puters across campus together and decid-
ing upon common languages and
systems.

Another future project is an ad-
vanced computer graphics laboratory at
Lopata Hall. In collaboration with the
Computer Science Department, the Bio-
medical Computing Laboratory and the
Medical School, the center will use
MMSX machines built at WU until addi-
tional equipment can be purchased.
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was insttumental in developing the
mechanical engineering design courses,
and he was chairman of the South-40
Faculty Masters Program. He advises
many mechanical engineering majors and
consistently proposes and teaches new
courses to strengthen the undergraduate
program.

He is a consultant to private energy
and aeronautics firms, specializing in vi-
brations and noise abatement, machine
design, strength of materials, and inter-
nal combustion engines. He attended
Tulane University and Rensselaer Poly-
technic Institute and joined the WU
faculty in 1954.

Educated in design and graphic arts
at the Illinois Institute of Technology
and Indiana University, Laskey is a
painter, printer and weaver. He brings
this diverse background to the many ex-
tracurricular activities he manages for his
students: reading seminars on architec-
ture, design and current topics; Saturday
morning woodblock printing classes;
spring architecture weekend and a sum-
mer design studio at Manistee, Mich. He
was a house master in the South-40 Fac-
ulty Masters Program, and his own home
is often filled with students who drop by
for coffee and conversation.

He joined the School of Archi-
tecture faculty in 1956.

Thurston, former chairman of the
Department of English, was responsible
for bringing to WU such distinguished
writers as Stanley Elkin, Howard Nem-

- erov, Donald Finkel, John Morris and

William Gass. Educated at the University
of Utah and the University of Iowa,
Thurston has written several books and
many articles of criticism and edited
Perspective: A Magazine of Modern Lit-
erature from 1947 to 1978. A writer,
critic, teacher and friend to thousands of
students, he is also gratefully acknowl-
edged as a catalyst and mentor for many
well-known writers and poets whose work
was published in this magazine.

Student writing, art work
presented by Cadenza

Cadenza, the WU undergraduate
literary magazine, will sponsor a reading
of student poetry and fiction and a show
of student art work at 7:30 p.m. Tues-
day, Sept. 28, in the Gargoyle, Mallin-
ckrodt Center. The event, followed by a
reception, is free and open to the entire
WU community.

Approximately 15 authors —
Cadenza staff members and others pre-
viously published in the magazine —
will read new and published work. The
art work on display will be by ten stu-
dents invited by the magazine to partici-
pate in this show.

Cadenza, which is published at the
end of each semester, has been present-
ing student literature, photography,
drawing and prints for three years. Or-
ganizers of Tuesday’s program plan to
make the reading and show a regular
semester event. Rebecca Haidt is execu-
tive editor of the all-student Cadenza

staff.

Laskey
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Williams

Thurston

The late novelist John Gardner, a
WU alumnus, said of Thurston, ‘‘The
most fortunate are those who had him as
a teacher. In his classroom, we learned
the appreciation of fine writing.”’

Williams is a Russian history scholar
as well as an administrator and is the
author of several books, including Rus-
stan Art and American Money,
1900-1940, which was nominated for a
Pulitzer Prize. This fall, Criszs Con-
tained: The Department of Energy at
Three Mile Island, written with Philip
Cantelon, was published. It is the offi-
cial history of the Three Mile Island nu-
clear accident.

Williams has held a number of Uni-
versity committee posts since arriving
here in 1970, and he designed and di-
rected, until recently, the Master of Lib-
eral Arts Program in University College.
He was educated in Wesleyan and Har-
vard universities.
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National Endowment for the Humanities chairman
William J. Bennett will speak on “*Technology and
the Misunderstood Humanities’’ at a Council of
-Students of Arts and Sciences lecture Wednesday,

Sept. 29 at 11 a.m. in Graham Chapel.

Campus Notes

Richard V. Bradley has been elected
a member of the executive faculty of the
School of Medicine.

Bradley was chosen by the school’s
part-time faculty to serve on the council,
which is the school’s governing body. He
succeeds Richard H. Fallon, who served
as a representative of the faculty for two
one-year terms.

A 1952 graduate of the School of
Medicine, Bradley interned and served
his residency at Barnes Hospital. He
joined the academic staff of the School
of Medicine in 1968 as an instructor in
surgery and became an assistant professor
of clinical surgery in 1974. He is also a
member of the staffs of Barnes and St.
Louis Children’s hospitals, and is past
president of the Barnes Hospital Society.

Sol L. Garfield, professor of psy-
chology, delivered one of the keynote
addresses at the International Congress
of Applied Psychology, held in Edin-
burgh July 25-30. His topic was ‘‘The
Effectiveness of Psychotherapy: The Pe-
rennial Controversy.’’ Garfield also par-
ticipated in a symposium, ‘“What Has
Happened te Clinical Psychology? The
Academic View,’’ at the annual meeting
of the American Psychological Associa-
tion Aug. 23-27 in Washington, D.C.

John K. Gohagan, associate profes-
sor of engineering and applied science
and of preventive medicine, has been
appointed to the Board of Scientific
Counselors Subcommittee on Screening,
Division of Resources Center Community
Activity, (DRCCA), National Cancer In-
stitute. He was selected on the basis of

his research on screening for breast and
cervical cancer. The council reviews pro-
grams and makes recommendations for
programming and budgeting. DRCCA
focuses on cancer control through na-
tional multi-year screening projects for
breast, cervical, lung, and colorectal
cancer, among other research activities.

Robert C. Johnson, assistant profes-
sor of black studies, gave lectures in the
four West African countries of Upper
Volta, Benin, Toga, and Senegal in May
under the auspices of the United States
International Communications Agency.
He spoke before government and univer-
sity groups on the topics of the contem-
porary status of black Americans and a
comparative analysis of the French and
American educational systems. Most of
the lectures were given in French.

Edward S. Macias, associate profes-
sor of chemistry, has been appointed a
member of the Subcommittee on Nu-
clear and Radiochemistry, which is spon-
sored by the Commission on Physical
Sciences, Mathematics and Resources’
Committee on Chemical Sciences. The
commission is a division of the National
Research Council. Macias will serve
through June 1985.

Martha Storandt, associate professor
of psychology, was recently elected to the
Council of Representatives of the
American Psychological Association. She
also was a member of a panel discussion
on national priorities in training with re-
spect to aging at the 1982 annual meet-
ing of the American Psychological
Association in Washington, DC.

German Department hosts ‘Evening of Song’

Soprano Margaret Boyer, one of
three sisters who earned their doctoral
degrees in music at WU, will be the
soloist at a ‘‘Liederabend’’ (Evening of
Song) sponsored by the Department of
Germanic Languages and Literatures.
The event will take place on Friday,
Sept. 24 at 7:30 p.m, in Steinberg Audi-
torium. James F. Poag, chairman of the
department, welcomes the audience to a
reception following the performance.

Boyer, who graduated in 1980 with
the PhD, is now an assistant professor at
Fontbonne College. She will be accom-
panied by Karen Laubengayer, pianist
and a2 WU doctoral candidate.

The music they will perform has
been selected because the lyrics (beauti-
ful poems) and the score complement
each other. The music will include
Schumann'’s ‘‘Liederkreis,”’ Strauss’s
“Im Abendrot’’ from ‘‘Vier Letzte
Lieder’’ and a variety of selections by
Wolf.

The German settlers who came to
this region brought with them a rich
heritage of music. As early as 1834,
Johann Heinrich Weber (1781-1869),
former counselor to the court of Fred-
erick William III, King of Prussia, ar-
rived with his family in St. Charles.

Margaret Boyer

Among the other possessions brought by
this scholar, musician and composer was
a musical library rich in the sacred choral
works of the great masters, with many
compositions scored for full orchestra.
These German immigrants supported the
choral and instrumental societies and
bands established soon after they arrived,
stimulating the development of St. Louis
as an early musical center.

B0
ANV 0w

f

Ak IO s s

Kim Strommen, associate dean of the School of Fine Arts, is only the second member of the WU faculty invited
to exhibit his work in a one-person show in ‘‘Currents,”” a series at the Saint Louis Art Museum. Titled ‘‘Ropes
and Poles, 1981-82,”" the show will run from Sept. 28 through Nov. 7.

Deadline nears for 500 study grants abroad

The 1983-84 competition for grants
for graduate study abroad, offered under
the Fulbright Program and by foreign
governments, universities and private
donots, will close on Oct. 31. Qualified
graduate students and graduating seniors
may apply for one of the approximately
500 awards available to 50 countries.

Most of the grants offered provide
round-trip transportation, tuition and
maintenance for one academic year.

Applicants must be U.S. citizens
with a bachelor’s degree or its equivalent
before the beginning date of the grant
and, in most cases, should be proficient
in the language of the host country. Ex-
cept for certain specific awards, candi-
dates may not hold the PhD at the time
of application. Candidates for 1983-84
are ineligible for a grant to a country if
they have been doing graduate work or
conducting research in that country dur-
ing the academic year 1982-83.

Creative and performing artists are
not required to have a bachelor’s degree,
but they must have four years of profes-
sional study or equivalent experience.
Social work applicants must have at least
two years of professional experience after
the MSW degree; candidates in medicine
must have an MD.

Application forms and further in-
formation may be obtained from the

Fulbright Program Adviser, Sandra
Hyslop, who is located at Stix House,
889-5350. The deadline for filing ap-
plications on the campus is Oct. 8.

Hyslop also has information regard-
ing Luce, Marshall, Rhodes and DAAD
awards.
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one of the most extensive underground

aqueducts in Jordan. The aqueduct sys-

tem was catved out of solid rock and ex-
tended for several miles.

Archaeological excavation is a tiring,
tedious job, but it is especially brutal
when combined with the heat of the
desert and discomfort in daily life. In
spite of battles with ornery Turkish
toilets, poisonous centipedes and kero-
sene fumes from lanterns, the couple
found the experience well worth it.

‘“We lived at a girls’ school in a
small village a few miles from the exca-
vation site,”’ Fuller said. ‘“We slept on
mattresses on the floor and ate lots of
chicken and goat meat. We also aroused
a lot of interest among the residents.
Children would come for miles to stare
at us — we were the best show in
town.”’

Mare will lead another excavation of
the site in 1984. Any interested person
may participate.
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