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Facing East and overlooking Forest Park, this building,
erected in 1901 as the gift of Robert S. Brookings, is the oldest and best
known of the buildings on the Campus. With its high, battlemented towers
fashioned of red granite in the Tudor Gothic style, University Hall strikes
the keynote of the architectural plan of the University.
UNIVERSITY HALL.

RIDGLEY LIBRARY.
In 1902, this building was constructed with funds
donated by Stephen Ridgley. On warm sunshiny days, groups of students
may be seen lining the steps and arcade, a mute testimony to Mr. Ridgley's
forethought.

Erected in 1907 by Mrs. Benjamin B. Graham
as a memorial to her husband.
GRAHAM MEMORIAL CHAPEL.

Built by Miss Isabel January as a memorial to her mother,
Grace Valle January, and dedicated to the teaching of law.

JANUARY HALL.

J
Ridgley
Library

_
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Built in memory of Charles H. Duncker Jr. who died in
service, this building houses the School of Business and Public Administration.
DUNCKER HALL.

Mrs. William McMillan donated funds for the construction of this dormitory for women which was completed in 1906 and
dedicated to her husband, William B. McMillan.
MCMILLAN HALL.

Constructed in 1902 with funds obtained from the Louisiana
Purchase Exposition, this dormitory for men can accommodate approximately one hundred and fifty students.

TOWER HALL.

Popularly known as "Geology", this building was erected
in 1924 by Mrs. Sarah G. Wilson in memory of her husband, Newton R.
Wilson.
WILSON HALL.
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WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY
Edited by ARTHUR O'NEILL

In 1883 under circumstances which were rather unusual, Wayman Crow, Saint Louis merchant
and state senator from his district, secured a charter for a "seminary of learning" to be called
"Eliot Seminary." Senator Crow seems to have been the sole author of the idea, charter, and
name, and his sixteen corporators, who later proved themselves in entire accord with it, did not
know that they had the responsibility until Mr. Crow came home from Jefferson City with the
papers in his pocket. Saint Louis had long needed an institute of higher learning to complete its
educational system. The action he took was very timely and fruitful.
A full meeting of the corporation took place on February 22, 1854, exactly one year after the
signing of the charter. The holdings of all seventeen of the men would hardly have totaled a halfmillion dollars, and yet with true pioneer spirit they assumed even greater responsibilities than
the eager Senator Crow had cut out for them. At the suggestion of Doctor William G. Eliot,
pastor of the church to which most of the corporators belonged, they removed the name "Eliot"
and substituted the name" Washington "instead,because of the coincidence of thedateof the charter
and corporators' meeting have fallen on Washington's birthday. The corporators elected Dr. Eliot
president of their board of directors. Dr. Eliot had founded the public school system of Saint Louis
and was curator of the State university. He realized that the men were taking a large assignment.
But upon reading the account of the meeting more closely one sees that they humbly admitted
that all they could do was to found a great institution. Its expansion must be left to a later generation. Their current purpose was to establish an institution for the public benefit with stress on
the idea of usefulness in its curriculum. With this purpose in view they opened the O'Fallon Polytechnic Institute, an evening school for artisans employed during the day.
During the following years, as the full significance of the thing they were doing was impressed
on them, they began to hope for a University. They had a growing school with a limitless charter
in the largest and most influential city in the Mississippi Valley. They held a very high opinion
of both the city and the valley if one judges from the fervent after-dinner talks that were made.
Was it not the very thing to do—to establish in this central place a University which should nourish
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the higher culture of the future republic? They knew of the hardships of such an undertaking,
but the opportunity to do something big lay before them and they grasped it.
And so, in 1857, when a non-sectarian provision was put in the charter, the legislature chartered
the institution as "Washington University" instead of "Eliot Seminary."
In the same year an inauguration ceremony was held, and an advanced scientif c class was
organized. A year later they set up the college proper under Chancellor Joseph G. Hoyt, and the
first class graduated in 1862. It has been said of the first students to labor their way through the
curriculum that very few were of high school grade. The school was really a seminary with the
most extravagant intentions of living up to the name it had assumed. But it can be shown from the
records of those first few graduates that their training more than made up for their lack of preparation, and that the quality of the entrants was steadily improving. The alumni took leading positions
in the community, so that the townspeople came to look upon the fledgling as a university in fact
as well as in name.
It was none too early for the university to get its footing, for the Civil War followed close after
the inauguration ceremony. Every year counted under the leadership of Dr. Eliot, however, and
in i860 his report showed that the college had gained prestige, being highly regarded by St. Louisans.
He proposed the immediate creation of a permanent endowment fund. This was moderately
successful, some $80,000 being subscribed at the start by Dr. Eliot and the board of directors. But
it required hard work to secure outside subscriptions.
All appointments of professors and instructors in 1861 were made conditional on " the continued
ability of the directors to conduct the institution as heretofore," and there was a general reduction
of expenses. All was carefully arranged to live out the lean years of the Civil War, Washington
University's crucial period.
In 1862 Chancellor Hoyt died and was succeeded in the fall of the same year by William
Chauvenet, a man whose field was education and whose broad culture fitted him well for his position
as leader of a humanistic institution. He had demonstrated his ability in developing the Naval
Academy at Annapolis before he was called to Saint Louis. Like Chancellor Hoyt, he had little
sympathy with poor scholarship, and he did much to set the high standards which have been so
vigorously maintained.
The year 1867 saw a law school organized, chiefly sponsored by Mr. Henry Hitchcock who
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served as Dean for many years. This was a radical step
and required initiative and foresight, for law was then learned
in the law offices.
In. 1868 the buildings, library, and contents of the
O'Fallon Polytechnic Institute were turned over to the
Saint Louis Public schools under certain reciprocal conditions, for this was no longer a legitimate branch of University
work. This pruning operation was promptly followed by
the grafting on of a scientific department, recommended
by President Eliot in 1870. The buildings were ready for
occupancy in 1871. The department included courses in
THE LIBRARY IN 1903
chemistry, civil engineering, mechanical engineering, and
mining and metallurgy. This department has since grown into Washington University's widely
known School of Engineering.
In 1869 Chancellor Chauvenet resigned, after a period of illness. Dr. Eliot was made Acting
Chancellor, and in 1871 was installed as Chancellor. He was formally saluted as the founder of
the University by the Hon. Wayman Crow, who had secured the charter, and it may be udged
that Dr. Eliot richly deserved the credit. He had done the financing, and he had assumed the burden
of initiative in supervising the general plan.
Dr. Eliot, himself the product of high cultivation, believed that the true province of a university is in the " highest development of intellectual culture." He intended to devote his interests
largely to "a good education for the many," but would concentrate fervidly on "the best education
for the few." He wanted to make Washington University to Saint Louis what Harvard College
is to Boston, or Yale to New Haven. "We would found a university so widely acknowledged in
its influence that Saint Louis and Missouri should be honored throughout the world for its being
established here," he said.

fl
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In 1879 a "School of Art and Design" was established as a department of the University;
and soon after Wayman Crow expended £145,000 on a building and endowment for a Museum of
Fine Arts. This last was built near the other University buildings of that time, on the northeast
corner of Nineteenth and Locust Streets. Then there was £15,000 from Mary Hemenway of Boston
for a Department of American History, and about £100,000 which James Smith entrusted to Dr.
Eliot at his death, and which founded Smith Academy, a preparatory school for boys as a department
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of the University. And so it went. Each year found the
high hopes of the seventeen corporators a little more conservative, until at last those intentions were expressed in
the order of the day at Washington University.
In 1885 Dr. Eliot gave a description of the various
departments which shows very well what he had accomplished. The Art School was among the best in the United
States. The Astronomy Department, though provided with
an unpretentious observatory, was regulating the time of
several railroad systems and supplying central time for
cities all over the West. The undergraduate department
had been thoroughly re-organized, and Dr. Eliot said he
was willing to compare his graduates with those of any
WILLIAM CHAUVENET
Eastern university. The beginning of the present great
library had been made. More than seven hundred and
fifty thousand dollars had been spent during Dr. Eliot's Chancellorship.
Because of his advancing years Chancellor Eliot asked to be permitted to resign in 1885. But
he did not contemplate a passive resignation; he ended his rule as he had started it—with a drive
for endowment. He said that at the time he took over the Chancellorship no one else of acknowledged prestige in education was willing, in spite of the hundred thousand dollar Chancellorship
endowment of Hudson E. Bridge, to take the office because it was no better than "western grandiloquism to call Washington University a university." It had earned the respect of the citizens who
knew the quality of its product, but it was not widely known.
The University virtually marked time until the advent of another driving spirit ten years later.
With the death of Chancellor Eliot in 1887 disappeared the dynamo which had driven Washington University since its inception.
The duties of the Chancellor were performed by the
Dean of the College,Professor Marshall S. Snow, until October of i8oi,when they were assumed by
Professor Winfield Scott Chaplin, educator, engineer, and army officer.
But the University's
funds dwindled; its old friends had disappeared.
Then Robert S. Brookings stepped into the foreground. With the same energy, enthusiasm,
and capacity for organization that had distinguished him in the business world, he turned to the
task of the reorganization of the University. Out of his own means, supplemented by contributions
from new givers whom he inspired by his zeal, Mr. Brookings established magnificently the fabric
which for a time had seemed tottering.
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The first fruit of the new strength in the
University was the purchase of a new site opposite
the northwest corner of Forest Park. This was the
gift of seventy-five friends of the University. Mr.
Brookings was also instrumental in securing for
Washington University the Russell Institute Fund,
amounting to #130,000, which was to be used for
endowment purposes only. Then the task of raising
money for buildings on the new location was taken
in hand.
By 1898 the Corporation had $450,000 in hand,
or pledged, and needed only #100,000 to enable it
to move to the new site. In February 1899, it
announced six buildings—a recitation and administration building, University Hall, donated by
Mr. Brookings; two buildings for engineering and
architecture, and an engineering laboratory, donated
by Samuel Cupples; a chemistry building, donated
by Adolphus Busch; and a library building donated
by the late Stephen Ridgley. It also announced
a gift of #100,000 for endowment by Mr. Brookings,
on condition that the Corporation raise #400,000
or more. Washington University in its struggling
infancy was set upon its sturdy feet by Robert S.
Brookings.
On May 29, 1900, Mr. Brookings and Mr.
Cupples announced that they had deeded over to
Washington University in fee simple the Cupples
Station property at Seventh and Spruce streets,
valued then at #3,000,000 par, but actually worth
much more, which created the Robert S. Brookings
endowment of #1,500,000 and the Samuel Cupples
endowment of #1,500,000 and gave Washington
University the largest unen umbered endowment
of any University in the country at that time.
Washington University was beginning to outgrow
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the pioneering stage. Truly it could be said that the
dawn of the new century was the dawn of a new era
for Washington University.
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In 1901 Washington University leased its new
grounds and buildings to the Louisiana Purchase
Exposition for a rental of $650,000 to be expended
by the University partly for permanent buildings
and partly for beautifying the grounds. Tower
Hall, Francis Gymnasium, and the Library in part
were built from the World's Fair rental.
On account of the World's Fair the University
did not move to its new campus until January 30,
1905, after occupying the old Mary Institute
building for about a year. Students were dissatisfied with the lease, as they felt that the
University should move to its new quarters as soon
as possible.
Then began a period of steady growth which
continues today. Not a year has gone by in which
the University has not announced some notable
accession in endowment, equipment, or faculty.
Those who are familiar with the records of
Washington University and who possess, by virtue
of that intimacy with it which attendance brings, a
feeling of close concern in its affairs, find cause for
pride in its past achievements. But it is not alone
the record of Washington's past, however glorious,
of which its friends are proud. A survey of its
present splendor and perfection must thrill them
all with a feeling of triumph, with a measure of
the satisfaction and exultation that is the reward
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of those whose unselfish expenditure of energy and wealth meets fruition in the Washington University of today.
Indeed there is much in this great institution to evoke admiration. One feels a desire to contemplate the entire University in one comprehensive glance and to depict it with one descriptive
stroke, but its broadness and great complexity prevent this. One must consider it part by part
to know it well.
The visible properties of the University arrest the attention first, and this is well, for Washington's physical aspect is fair. Situated at the edge of a great city, the campus with its fine buildings forms a part of a region of civic beauty.
^ If human vision could really penetrate the future, surely a gratifying spectacle of Washington
University of a distant tomorrow would reward its gaze.
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